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PH OENIX M EN SENTENCED FO R  M ARIJUANA
AND M O NEY LAUNDERING

TUCSO N, ARIZ O NA- -Th e United States Attorney for th e District of Arizona announced today

th at JAIME SAMANIEGO-PEDREGO  of Ph oenix, Arizona w as s entenced to 15 years in prison and

SIGIFREDO SAMANIEGO-PEDREGO  of Ph oenix, Arizona w as s entenced to 11 years in prison by United

States District Judge Raner Collins in Tucson, Arizona.

JAIME SAMANIEGO-PEDREGO  h ad pled guilty on April 10, 2003 to conspiracy to com m it

m oney laundering, conspiracy w ith  th e intent to distribute over 1,000 k ilogram s of m arijuana, and illegal

re-entry after deportation.  SIGIFREDO SAMANIEGO  h ad pled guilty to th e sam e ch arges on April 15,

2003.  JAIME SAMANIEGO earned over $64,850 in proceeds from  th e distribution of m arijuana from

Decem ber of 19 9 8 th rough  February of 2001.  H e forfeited over $12,000 in cas h  in addition to several

veh icles .

According to th e January 23, 2002 indictm ent, JAIME SAMANIEGO  pre sented cas h  to h is

spouse, KARLA QUINONES, w h ich  represented proceeds of JAIME SAMANIEGO 's and SIGIFREDO

SAMANIEGO-PEDREGO 's illegal drug traffick ing activitie s  in w h ich  both  SAMANIEGOs’ posse s sed
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w ith  th e intent to distribute 1,000 k ilogram s (3,847 pounds) or m ore of m arijuana.

O n Decem ber 15, 19 9 8, us ing cas h  supplied by JAIME SAMANIEGO , KARLA

QUINONES, along w ith  SIGIFREDO SAMANIEGO , purch ased s everal cash ier's  ch eck s  under

$10,000 from  several bank s .  Th e s e cas h ier’s ch eck s  totaling $19 ,79 1.68 w ere presented to

Transnation Title to close on th e ir re s idence located at 8744 W . W h itton Ave. in Ph oenix, Arizona.

O n January 5, 2000, near Glendale, Arizona, JAIME SAMANIEGO , us ing th e alias

Ruben Lopez Vega, m ade a paym ent of $9 ,9 9 9 .00 to Sunland Lincoln Me rcury for th e purch ase of

a Me rcury Grand M arq uis  autom obile.  Th is paym ent cam e from  th e proceeds of th e illegal drug

traffick ing activitie s .

O n February 16, 2001, JAIME SAMANIEGO  and SIGIFREDO SAMANIEGO  m ade a

paym ent w ith  th e illegal funds in th e am ount of $9 ,000.00 to Courtesy Ch evrolet in Ph oenix,

Arizona for th e purch ase of a Ch evrolet Silverado pick up truck .

JAIME and SIGIFREDO SAMANIEGO  w ere in th e country illegally after h aving been

previously deported.

“Th is  office w ill continue to prosecute drug traffick ers  and m oney launderers to th e fullest

extent of th e law ,” said Paul Ch arlton, United States Attorney for th e District of Arizona.

Th e investigation in th is  case w as conducted by th e I.R.S. Crim inal Investigation, Federal

Bureau of Investigation, and th e Bureau of Im m igration and Custom s Enforcem ent.

Th e prosecution w as h andled by M ary Sue Feldm eier, Assistant United States Attorney,

District of Arizona, Ph oenix, Arizona.
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